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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. Claims 1-4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Matsuura et al (Us Patent No. 6, 920,949). 

Regarding claim 1, Matsuura discloses a fuel tank and a seat mounted above a 
body frame in a front to rear direction (see figure 13, elements 52 and 50), an internal 
combustion engine mounted on a lower portion of the body frame (see column2 lines 
22-34) and see figure 13, element 46), a carburetor is attached to the internal 
combustion engine (see column 2, lines 22-34), a main air cleaner for filtering air to be 
supplied to the internal combustion engine is attached to the carburetor (see figure 13, 
elements 142 and 145), carburetor is provided with an air passage (see figure 13, 
element 140) for exerting an atmospheric pressure on a level of a fuel in a float 
chamber of the carburetor (see column 5, lines 31-40), a supplemental air cleaner is 
provided additionally on an end portion of the air passage (see figure 13, element 144) 
also (see column 5, lines 41-45), supplemental air cleaner is disposed above the 
internal combustion engine and above the anterior of the carburetor of the main air 
cleaner (see figure 13, element 144) also (column 5, lines 31-40). 

' Regarding claim 2, Matsuura discloses a frame body (see figure 1 , element 40), 
a fuel tank mounted to the frame body (see figure 1 , element 52), a seat mounted to the 
frame body (see figure 1 , element 50), an internal combustion engine mounted on the 
frame body comprising an carburetor (see column 2. lines 35-40) also (see figure 13, 
element 142), a main air cleaner operatively connected to the carburetor (see figure 13, 
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element 145), an air vent passage for exerting atmospheric pressure on the level of fuel 
in a float chamber of the carburetor (see column 6, lines 32-40), a supplemental air 
cleaner disposed above the internal combustion engine (see figure 13,element 144), 
and above the anterior to said carburetor and main air cleaner, supplemental air cleaner 
being in fluid communication with said air vent passage (see column 5, lines 30-50), 
supplemental air cleaner is protected from upward fluid splash (see column 5, lines 46- 
59). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Matsuura discloses a supplemental air cleaner 
disposed behind the fuel tank and below the seat (see figure 13. element 52,50 and 
144). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Matsuura discloses a supplemental air cleaner having 
an air intake provided facing downwardly in a lower rear portion and in biased relation 
toward the rear part of the body (see figure 13, element 140). 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 102 
2/ Claims 8,9 and 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kuji 
et al (US Patent No. 6,776.250). 

Regarding claim 10,- Kuji teaches an air cleaner comprising a funnel shaped 
intake port (see figure 4, element 29) having a wide top portion and a narrow bottom 
portion comprising an inlet tube located below the side edge of the top portion (see 
figure 4, element 28). 

Regarding claim 8, Kuji teaches a dome shaped case with an outlet pipe 
integrally formed (see figure 4, element 28), a porous filter that fits inside of the case 
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(see figure 4, element 27, a funnel shaped intake port which attaches to a lower portion 
of the case (see figure 4, element 29). 

Regarding claim 9« Kuji teaches a cylindrical filter-storing portion for storing the 
filter, and connecting portion formed with an annular groove (see figure 4, element 22 
and 27). 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matsuura 
et al (Us Patent No. 6, 920,949) in view of Kuji et al (US Patent No. 6,776,250). 

Regarding claim 5, Matsuura does not teach a cleaner comprising a funnel shape 
intake port, however Kuji teaches an air cleaner comprising a funnel shaped intake port 
(see figure 4, element 29) having a wide top portion and a narrow bottom portion 
comprising an inlet tube located below the side edge of the top portion (see figure 4, 
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element 28). It would have been obvious to one of ordihary skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to modify the supplemental air cleaner of Matsuura to include 
a funnel shaped intake port having a wide top portion and a narrow bottom portion 
comprising an inlet tube located below the side edge of the top portion of Kuji so as to 
provide cleaner air flowing through the funnel shaped intake port. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 1 1 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

An engagement portion at an upper end, fornied with an annular rib extending 
around for engagement with the inside of the case. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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US Patent No. 6,892,842 issued to Bouffard et a! teaches an air intake for a straddle 
type all terrain vehicles. 

US Patent No. 6,868,932 issued to Davis et al teaches a modular vehicle drive train. 
US Patent No. 6,823,956 issued to Shimizu teaches a drive belt cooling system for 
srfiall vehicle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cynthia F. Collado whose telephone number is 
(571)2728315. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571)2726914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov: Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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